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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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In spite of the sarcasm, the answer to these questions is a resounding "yes" and the profitability (worth) is in the eyes of God. 


     We were made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) and no one can say that we are of no value to Him. Jesus would say, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life". (John 3:16) What greater value could be placed on anything than the life of the Son of God?  "Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends". (John 15:13) For the many who turn their back on God it may seem too great a sacrifice but we must understand that; "God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us". (Rom. 5:8) For those who believe on His Son, it is a sacrifice that will bring us to eternal joy with God. 


     Yes, man can be profitable to God, yes, there is pleasure to the Almighty when we live righteously before Him, and yes there is pleasure to the Almighty when we strive to make our way perfect. Are you striving to be a pleasure to God? Something of worth to God?


     It can only be done by walking in the footsteps of the Savior.





                                 Joe Phillips














      DEBATERS SAY THAT A PROPOSITION WELL defined is half argued.  Let's try it with our theme.  First, by the word sin I mean simply a positive (1 John 3:4) or a negative (James 4:17) violation of God's will; we usually call these sins of commission and omission.  I am primarily concerned with the practice of sin.  Spirituality is more difficult, but the meaning I intend in this article is "the state of being spiritual."  


Spiritual, in turn, refers to "things that have their origin with God, and which, therefore are in harmony with His character" (Vine).  Pertaining to persons, it means those "in Christ who walk so as to please God" (Vine).  Pertaining to persons, it means those "in Christ who walk so as to please God" (Vine), or those who are "filled with and governed by the Spirit of God" (Thayer).


      Given these definitions, it is easy to see how sin kills spirituality.  It is opposed to the character and will of God, and it causes saints to walk so as not to be "filled with and governed by the Spirit of God."  In fact, sin produces carnality, the opposite of spirituality (1 Corinthians 3:1).  But let's be more specific.


      The spiritual person will long to bear in his life the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  But the practice of sin will negate all of these qualities and produce instead the works of the flesh: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,





     Sin kills the love of God's word.  I read a story once about a man whose face was scarred so badly by a fire that he could not bear to look into a mirror and see his ugliness.  Even so, sinners cannot bear to look into God's mirror for the soul.


    Sin kills spirituality by destroying self-respect, which leaves the sinner feeling too inferior and too sickened to cope with sin.  He has no self-control, and will not avail himself of the aid of Christ by which he might accomplish all things (Philippians 4:13).


     Sin kills the love for lost people and the desire to restore fallen saints.  That is a job for spiritual people (Galatians 6:10.  The only sinner who tries to save other sinners is a hypocrite (Matthew 7:1-5), and we've already noted what hypocrisy does to spirituality, haven't we?


     Sin kills the desire to worship God.  Just as my children try to avoid me when they have misbehaved, so sinners try to avoid God's presence.  They find no joy or comfort in prayer.  Their songs have a hollow ring.  The Lord's Supper palls, and giving is out of the question.  God is the Supreme Spirit; denying Him adoration is deadly to spirituality.


    Living in sin destroys spirituality but even worse, eventually, it destroys the sinner himself.  The terrible irony of sin is that it promises great pleasure but gives only death.  The sinner self-destructs.  The ancient sage of God urged his son not to join up with sinners in these words:  "But they lie in wait for their own blood, They lurk secretly for their own lives" (Proverbs 1:18).


					





Sin Kills Spirituality


By James W. Ward


Just as my children try to avoid me when they have misbehaved, so sinners try to avoid God's presence.  They find no joy or comfort in prayer.  Their songs have a hollow ring.  The Lord's Supper palls and giving is out of the question. God is the Supreme Spirit; denying Him adoration is deadly to spirituality.





licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissension, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like (Galatians 5:19-23).  Did you notice that this list includes not just actions but attitudes as well?  That is where carnality starts.


      Besides the fruit of the Spirit, several other things in Scripture are said to be spiritual.  Spirituality demands the proper appreciation for these.  (1) God has a spiritual house, which is the church (1 Peter 2:5).  (2) Christians are lively stones in that house to offer up spiritual sacrifices.  (3) Their food is the spiritual meat of obedience unto God (John 4:32-34).  (4) Being filled with the Spirit, not wine, they will offer up spiritual songs to God (Ephesians 5:19).  (5) They will relish and be motivated by the spiritual blessings in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).  (6) They will place the highest value in life on spiritual things, rather than physical or material ones (1 Corinthians 9:11; Romans 15:27).  Do you see what the practice of sin would do to the Christian's attitude toward these spiritual realities?


       The carnal person will despise all of them, though he may continue to go through the motions of service to God (1 Timothy 3:5).  Are spirituality and religiosity the same thing?  Of course not!  Religion without spirituality is hypocrisy, which almost by definition, does not seek spiritual rewards and blessings.  The hypocrite seeks the praises of men (Matthew 6:2,5,16).  Little wonder that hypocrisy stifles spirituality.














What is Man's Worth?  reused


that ye may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing,


(Col. 1:9-10)





     Some years ago someone suggested that if you took the elements of the human body (a few minerals and water) for their face value, man would be worth about one dollar and ninety-six cents. I am sure that over the years, inflation has raised that figure a few dollars or so but that is still a paltry amount. When this life is over and these elements return to the dust from which they come, it is no big deal.  But is that all there is to man? Is there no greater value to man in the eyes of anyone? 


     In the 22nd chapter of Job, one of Job's friends asks in sarcasm, "Can a man be profitable unto God? Surely he that is wise is profitable unto himself. Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? Or is it gain (to him), that thou makest thy ways perfect?" (Job 22:2-3) The intended answer was to be "no" and given the circumstances it is easy to see why these men would think this way.  But the fact is, these men did not know what they were talking about, and God acknowledged this when He said “Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?" (Job 38:2) 


Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Susan Bisbeng her surgery went well


and she will be recovering at home.


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems.  Bro. Jack Green  


Sis. Joyce Green.  Bridgid Keenan who is


being fitted for a back brace.


Bro. Ron Wood admitted to hospital 


in Cumming with pneumonia. 


The many who are out with colds and flu.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________


Men's Meeting 


Today at 3:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rex Veteto


Song Leader---Jason Gaston


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 3-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 5-----Garrett Douthitt


2nd Prayer----Steve Huff


Read Scripture---Jack Green


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer--Marty Hammond


Song Leader-----Zack Huff


2nd Prayer------Joey Jackson


Read Scripture ---Wes Guyton


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Marty Hammond


Closing Prayer---David Holmes





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














